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BLUEPRINT  FOR  WAR  NEWS  "f^-^ 

What  you  can  and  can't  expect  from  the  government  in  the  way  of  vital 
war  information  ha$  been  quite  thoroughly  mapped  out  in  a  statement  issued 
last  week  by  tne  Committee  on  War  Information  -  v;hich  is  the  "Board  of 
Directors"  of  the  Office  of  Facts  and  Figures.  The  nine  basic  paragraphs  of 
this  st£\tement  crystallize  official  policies  so  that  newsmen  and  radio  com- 
mentators may  be  guided  accordingly, 

^  Of  fundamental  importance,  it  seems  to  us,  is  a  promise  that  the  American 
public  will  be  handed  every  scrap  of  news  -  be  it  joyful  or  somber  -  providing 
the  announcement  of  such  nei/;s  doesn't  give  the  enemy  cause  to  click  his 
martial  heels  in  delight.  C  asualty  lists  (meaning  those  killed  in  action) 
are  to  be  made  public.  Radio  and  press,  however,  arc  asked  to  confine  atten- 
tion to  nam.cs  from  their  own  communities  so  tnat  Berlin  and  Tokyo  end  Rome 
won't  gain  any  estimicite  of  over-all  national  lossi:;S  in  manpower. 

We  suggest  thr.t  if  you  hc-ven't  c'lrcady  S'-.en  a  copy  of  this  importfint  code 
of  policies,  it  is  vitally  important  to  socurf;  one  and  nail  it  on  the  wall  of 
your  newsroom.  All  phases  in  the  handling  of  military  dispatches  are  covered, 
including  (l)  action  at  sea,  (2)  air  action,  (3)  action  on  land,  (4.)  movements 
of  ships  and  troops,  (5)  prospective  action,  (6)  review  of  milit:.ry  situation, 
(7)  casualtir-s,  (8)  production  information,  and  (9)  statistical  information. 

It's  a  valuable  compass  for  all  news  commentators,  and  vvc'ro  quick  to 
say  that  if  thoy  try  to  navigate  v.ithout  keeping  in  mind  those  requirements 
of  the  Committee  on  War  Information  -  well,  they're  likely  to  get  an  arm  in 
a  sling,  metaphorically  speaking. 

Copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Broadcast^.rs  Victoiy  Council  upon  re- 
quc.st. 

A  h.ORD  OF  CAUTION  ^^^ 

It  has  been  suggested  that  stations  be  more  careful  tnan  some  havu  been 
up  to  the-  present,  in  handling  foreign  broadcast  material  in  news  programs. 
Sample:-  "Bulletin"  -  San  Francisco.  -  "Tokyo  announces  Eatavia  has  fallen". 
Listeners  v^fero  nob  advised  that  tnis  was  enemy  propoganda  which  nad  not  been 
confirmed  by  the  United  Nations  at  the  time  of  tiiis  broadcast  (altiiough  it 
was  confirmed  several  hours  later) ,   Care  should  be  exercised  in  identifying 
such  bulletins  with  foreign  propoganda  until  they  are  confirmed  facts. 

IF  you 'RE  INTERESTED  -^ 

As  a  matter  of  f- ct,  the  BVC  has  quite  a  few  other  upc  f al  things  you  may 
want.   If  so,  write  in  and  let  us  know.   For  example,  there's  a  list  of  all 
Navy  public  relations  men  throughout  the  country,  including  the  ones  assigned 
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to  r.;dlo,  that  misht  be  helpful.  It's  ti  confidential  list,  and  we  presume 
you'll  keep  it  th;it  ■>vay. 

For  some  reason  or  other,  official  compilations  of  scarce  raw  materials 
have  been  about  as  h.'o.rd  to  secure  as  most  of  the  items  themselves.  The  BVC 
has  on  hojid  a  complete  breakdovvn  of  these  materials  wnich  fill  several  ptiges 
and  include  odd  commodities  like  tung  oil  f.nd  monazite  sand,  ;s  v.ell  as  our 
old  vanishing  standbys  of  rubber  and  aluminum.  If  you're  building  a  station 
these  days  -  and  we  hope  you're  building  it  frst  (see  BVC  newsletter  fil)   - 
there  may  be  some  raw  materials  you're  in  doubt  about.  Drop  us  a  line  and 
v.'o'll  check  the  "strategic  o.nd  critical"  list  for  you.  It  may  help  avoid 
serious  constructional  pitfalls. 

SAJ.;UTE  TO  THE  ARMY  ^h^ 

Army  Day  falls  on  April  6  thia  yoc.r,  .^nd  if  you  h''.ven't  already  lined 
up  a  progr.'.ra  schedule  to  celebrate  the  event  properly,  novv's  tho  time  to 
leap  on   your  bicycle.  Anybody  who  calls  nimsclf  a  program  mf.nager  ought  to 
have  a  flock  of  flash  inspirations  right  off  for  spc;Ci<\l  ^nd  suitable  shovrs. 

The  NAB  issued  a  war  service  bulletin  on  this  matter  last  Vveek,  but  in 
case  it  didn't  reacn  your  glass-topped  desk,  v;e'll  echo  some  'of  its  good 
suggestions.  Army  Day  is  an  ideal  opportunity  to  pump  the  national  level  of 
patriotism  a  little  higher.   It  can  be  done  vdth  dignity,  thoroughness  and 
sincerity.  It  can  also  be  very  corny  if  you  ai-en't  coreful.   The  American 
public  is  quick  to  detect  one  from  the  other. 

Stations  can  cov^r  local  civic  eV'..nts,  parades,  bands  and  spc;eches. 
J^Jot  all  spoccnes.  Just  tnc  good  ones  that  sr.y  some.thing  rnd  meon  something. 
If  you're  near  an  Army  camp,  lin*.  up  a  snow  from  tn.:.re  'jvith  the  co-opt. ration 
of  the  camp  comra:.nd'xnt.  Find  cut  v^nc-t  tho  Ami:rican  Legion,  Vet.'.rans  of 
Foreign  Wc.rs,  and  ilk  are  doing.  Maybe  the  local  OCD  has  some  idocis.  There 
are  innumerable  possibilities. 

The  big  point  to  remember,  of  course,  is  that  Array  Day  this  y<,-ar  is 
not  like  Army  Days  of  previous  ycors.  It's  not  just  a  tribute  to  the  tnings 
our  Army  once  did;  it's  a  recognition  of  v^hat's  being  done  no'^H   and  -  evc-n 
more  important  -  tho  vast  accomplishments  that  must  be  attained  in  the 
months  rjid  probably  years  ahead.  An  Army  that  feels  the  pride  and  faith 
of  its  people  benind  it  can  do  incredible  things.  As  an  American  broadcaster, 
your  job  is  to  create  and  stimulate  that  pride  i-nd   faith.  So  go  to  it. 

CHAIvIGLS  i'J.ONG  THE  POTO?/AC  -^H'r 

Washington  being  as  it  is,  in  a  constant  state  of  flux,  we  report  for 
your  interest  a  fe^v  recent  cnang(-s  p.ffecting  individu:..ls  v;ith  v.nom  the  radio 
industry  h-^s  contact.  C.  M.  Jansky,  Jr.,  cnief  of  the  WPB's  radij  section, 
has  been  released  from  his  post  at  behest  of  the  War  Department  so  that  he 
may  take  up  tecnnical  duties  vvith  the  Air  Force.  No  successor  ....s  n.jiied. 

Vinco  Callahan,  who's  been  Radio  Director  for  the  Treasury  Deprrtmtnt, 
now  basks  beneath  the  title  of  Director  of  the  Press  n.nd  Radio  section  of 
the  Treasury's  Defense  Savings  Stv.if.  Gh''rlos  J.  Gilchrcst  takes  over  his 
rrdio  post. 
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THE  NAVZ'S  NEWCO?aERS  -'H'- 

l/'v'c  herr  tell  th- t  in  some-  cities  the  loc:-l  recruiting  station^  for  the 
Navy  are  providing  radio  stations  vvith  the  names  of  all  loccl  men  enlisting. 
This  has  resulted  in  a  little  confusion  in  the  minds  of  a  few  broridcvistf rs  - 
and  we're  gl.^d  to  see  that  their  caution  is  clicking  along  in  propc-r  style. 

It's  quite  permissible,  iiowevor,  to  air  these  lists  providing  they've 
been  released  for  the  purpose  by  a  "proper  authority".   Your  local  Kavy  rr- 
cruiting  chief  is  considered  such  a  person.  But  remember  -  only  the  recruit- 
ing figur^is  for  your  ovvn  city  can  be  broadcast.  If  anybody  shoves  up  vvitn 
wliat  ne  claims  to  be  st.'.te  or  national  enlistment  totals,  you  jui:t  oren't 
interested. 

NICE  VvEATHER  WE'Rfc  HiWING.  MZBE  ^'^f 

Bciseball  announcers  vdll  htwe  one  less  topic  witn  vvnich  to  upholster 
their  pre-game  color  spiels  this  yec^r,  nov;  that  the  Office  of  Censorship  has 
ruled  out  as  taboo  all  references  to  the  weather  during  such  broadcasts. 
The  outfield  may  be  knee-deep  in  mud  or  the  bleachers  bfittered  vdth  hail 
stones,  but  the  man  tit  the  mike  must  be  as  bl'^ndly  oblivious  to  the  fact  as 
a  California  press  agent. 

A  trifle  over-co.utioun,  you  think?  You'd  be  surpiised  i'.hat  a  smart 
meteorologist  can  piece  together  from  •.  few  scattered  rcfe'rences  to  tne 
weather,  as  culled  over  sti"  tions  here  ^-nd  there  along  the  seaboard.  Even  if 
the  game  is  ca.ncolled  because  of  rain,  you're  asked  not  to  give  the  reason 
i/hy  you  v«on't  be  broadcasting  it. 

Furthermore,  if  by  ch;'nce  your  baaeball  announcer  plans  to  interview 
former  diamond  stars  and  m'.nagers  now  in  the  armed  forces  -  which  ccai   bo  done 
-  he  should  keep  alertly  on  his  toes  to  see  that  they  don't  drop  a  hint 
about  the  weather.  V,e  crll  your  attention,  incidentally,  to  tne  V»artime 
Censorship  Code  '.vnich  br^ns  public  interviews  at  games  as  well  as  under  m:.ny 
other  circumstances.   If  you  haven't  this  (,vR4.,  dated  March  20,  19-42,  from 
the  Office  of  Censorship)  we'll  be  glad  to  supply  you  with  a  copy. 

THIS  IS  YOUR  ivORK  "^'^ 

There  vvore  not  too  mr^ny  ncvv  developments  in  the  pr.st  vi^eck,  e;verything 
considered.  We  think  this  c-'^n  be  construed  c-.s   an  indic;'.tion -broadcasting 
is  getting  into  its  wartime  harness  and  doing  a  job  in  the  v.'ay  that  Vtashington 
wants  it  done,   kdth  tiiat  thought  in  mind,  we'd  like  to  emphasize  .again  a 
few  of  the  essentials,  outlined  in  previous  BVC  newsletters.  Tney'rc  the 
meat  and  fibre  of  the  job  that's  been  iicnded  to  broiidcasting. 

Consider  your  ov.n   station's  activitiea  :-nd  v.heth-vr  thay're  in  step  v.ith 
these  essential  tasks.... 

Are  you  shaoing  programs  ana  speci  -1  shoftS  tne^t  will  arouse  pubxic 
awareness  to  thegrerd  surge  of  production  that  must  go  on  in  the  factories 
and  machine  shops  of  the  nation?  It's  the  most  vital  of  all  drives,  ive^must 
thicken  and  widen  the  lifeblood  stream  of  supplies  taat  the  Allied  figntmg 
fronts  of  the  world  dem-nd  in  fante-stic  quantity. 
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Are  you  employing  your  beat  show  man  ship  t.nd  percur.sive  power  to  keep 
tne  scla  of  Trensury  Defense  Bonds  at  full  bli'.st?  The  so.vings  of  America 
can  be  tiie  saving  of  /'laerici.  Listeners  must  be  convinced  of  this  by  the 
sincerity  .-..nd  ingenuity  of  your  appec.ls. 

!-TL   y..'U  educr.ting  the  public  to  tht,.  gre:  t  needs  of  cons.rvation?   l^ou 
should  actively  lend  your  facilities  -  both  on  tne  £Lir  '..nd  in  civic  (;nde'-vor 
-  to  the  intelligent  conservation  of  tires  ?.nd  otner  rubbt;r,  of  now- vlunble 
metals,  of  popor,  tr-.nsportation,  food  tnd  c.11  tho  otncr  commodities  th^'.t 
v.ill  contribute  to  v/inning  the  \ver. 

B'JT  ThilT  ISN>T  .UL  -^^ 

Are  you  co-operating  to  the  fullest  with  local  brr..nchc.3  of  the  OCD, 
h'jmm(.ring  intcj  the  public's  head  the-  precautions  that  must  bo  taken  for 
•safety  if  raids  cone?  Uon't  sit  meekly  in  your  office  r.nd  i^ait  for  tho  OGD 
to  e.pproach  you.  Go  cut  and  puih  the  thing.  If  the  local  OCD  crg.-;.nization 
is  flimsy,  exert  your  influence  to  build  it  up. 

Arc  you  training  a  reserve  supply  of  tecimici.-tns  ^-no  can  take  over  if 
rll  your  regule.r  engineers  are  callc;d  to  government  s>-rvico?  i.aaio  stations 
must  continue  their  v.ork,  bolstering  mercle,  informing  the  public,  end  putting 
tne  starcii  of  h^pe  into  the  h(>!rts  of  this  rjiif  rica. 

Are  you  builaing  morale  nov«  with  snovjs  from  the  treiniug  camps,  pusning 
service  drives  for  more  recruits,  easing  the  hard  trensition,  from  a  nation 
at  peace  to  n  notion  at  erms?  The  existence  of  oui-  growing  militc.ry  forces 
must  not  seem  alien  ind   strange  to  the  public.  Pride  end  familiarity  v/ith 
the  di.ily  life  of  /.rneric-ens  in  uniform  is  en  im,."..rt-nt  building  block  of 
morale . 

Arc  you  organizing  idth  neighbor  stc.tions  into  Victory  netv/orks  th,:.t 
can  svdng  to  instent  action  i«.hon  tne  need  comes?  Tnere  ftill  be  no  time  to 
Viork  out  the  dotf-.ils  tncn.  ijuddonly,  v-dth  terrible  svviftnesr.,  you  mey  be 
asked  if  your  fo.ciliti'.:s  and  those  of  all  your  sister  stations  tiiroughout 
your  region  c:  n  reacn  tiic  pe0].;lc ,  ..11  the  people,  and  iminediately.  Are  you 
ready? 

IT»e  KVEKYlhING...OR  NOTHING  ^-^ 

Ana  fin-iilly,  e.lv/ays,  is  your  nandliiig  of  tne  n>/vv'S  and  '...ar  progrems  in 
the  strictest  tenets  of  good  taste?  Radio  muiit  do  this  job  without  criticism, 
keeping  its  own  house  in  order  with  a  dignified  intensity  tnat  concentrates 
its  vast  selling  power  toward  putting  c?cross  one  central  thought  -  th<-.t  in 
these  days  c.nd  in  these  oerils  a  free  America  is  a  fighting  Aiiurica. 

It  all  odds  up  to  a  pretty  gigantic  project  for  redio,  doesn't  it? 
Gigantic,  like  v.ar  and  mass  doJith  end  the  very  thougnt  tnet  one  half  eur 
pi -.'.net  is  figiiting  tn;r  oth.T  nr.lf. 

Amoriccn  radio  is  a  v-copon  for  homo  defense  -  end  ;■:.  country  c<-nnot  hor^e 
to  unleash  r.n   offensive  if  detr.-rm.in'--tion  .;.nd  spirit  .-•-re  not  universal  in  the 
hearts  of  its  people,   ifiir-'vc  said  bt.fore,  lAce  say  again.... do  ..ill  that  you  can 
and  no'Ver  fear  it  vdll  bo  too  much. 

BVC 
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